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PHSNE Annual Meeting and Holiday Show and Tell 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Annual Meeting at 7:00 P.M.; Show and Tell at 7:30 P.M. 
Sign up now at http://bit.ly/3D3jMEL to share your photographic treasure 

Zoom link to be emailed to members in December 

   The good news is that many schools are partici-
pating in a revival of analog photography and 
teaching basic darkroom skills as part of their pho-
tography program. Outreach coordinator Holly 
Worthington reports that many of these schools are 
in great need of working 35mm SLR film cameras 
and lenses in good shape. We have a large assort-
ment of darkroom equipment at the warehouse 
available for donation to schools., and we can sup-
ply film, development, and darkroom printing 
equipment to film photographers at a very low cost. 
   If you have photo equipment  to donate, contact 
Holly at educameras@phsne.org.  For those who 
have moved completely to digital, this is a very 

good opportuni-
ty to repurpose 
analog photo 
equipment. 
   Recently two 
PHSNE mem-
bers picked up 
two enlargers 
with a large 
number of ac-
cessories donat-
ed by retired 
newspaper pho-
tographer Keith 
E. Jacobson.  
The three top 
pieces are a 
professional 

Arkay RC 1100 print dryer, Beseler 45M CRX en-
larger with motorized track fitted with a 50mm El-
Nikkor f/2.8 lens, and a Leitz Focomat v35 enlarger 
with matched 40mm enlarging lens. The Beseler 4x5 
should find a good home, as promised to Keith. It 
also has the separate cold light illumination head. 
Many consider the Leitz to be the finest 35mm en-
larger made and with very accurate autofocus.  
   Another example of PHSNE outreach resulted in a 
recent donation to the Cape Ann Museum.  On a vis-
it there, PHSNE President John Felix noticed stereo 
cards of fishing vessels on display, but there was no 
viewer. He inquired and was told that the museum 
didn’t have one.   

   None were available 
at the warehouse, so 
John put out a request 
to the membership, 
and one member of-
fered to send one from 
his collection — and 
added some stereo 

cards for good measure. 
   In his acknowledgment, Trenton Carls, the muse-
um’s head librarian and archivist, wrote, “I'm 
thrilled to report that a stereo viewer has arrived 
safely at the Museum! What an extremely kind ges-
ture; we are very grateful for this  gift and it will be 
put to great use right away in the galleries and 
through our Education Departments' efforts to share 
this early tech with students. The additional cards of 
the dinner party are pretty great, too!” 

‘Tis the Season to Give 
And PHSNE is Doing Its Share! 
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snap shots, edited by Beverly Regelman, is published monthly, 
September through June, by the Photographic Historical Socie-
ty of New England, Inc., 47 Calvary St., Waltham MA 02453. 
It is available at  https://snapshots.phsne.org  within a few days 
of mailing.  Articles and exhibition/book reviews are always 
welcome. Send to snapshots@phsne.org .  Authors retain copy-
right to their original articles; however upon written application 
to the snap shots editor, PHSNE may grant non-profit societies 
with similar aims and interests a one-time right to reproduce a 
snap shots article as long as the author and source are credited 
and a complimentary copy of the publication is sent to PHSNE. 

PHSNE Membership 
New members are invited to join for half the rates for the first 
year.  Regular PHSNE membership (U.S. and Canada) is $30 
for students, $50 for individuals and institutions, and $55 for a 
family; foreign membership is $60.  Join or renew online at 
https://phsne.org/join or https://phsne.org/renew, or send a 
check in U.S. dollars, drawn on a U.S. bank or dollar denomi-
nated international money order. Please  check the expiration 
date on the snap shots mailing label before sending in dues.     
   Send payments, changes of address, and other contact infor-
mation, to PHSNE Membership Chair, 47 Calvary St., Wal-
tham MA 02453, email membership-chair@phsne.org, or use 
the Web form at   https://phsne.org/application. 

PEM Offers Powerful Exhibit 
   Power and Perspecive: Early Photography in Chi-

na is on view at  the Pea-
body Essex Museum in 
Salem MA through April 
2, 2023.  Over 130 pho-
tographs, many on dis-
play for the first time,  
look at power in various 
forms:  military, eco-
nomic, technological, 
social, and imperial.   
   Boston Globe reviewer 
Mark Feeney writes, 
“The second word in the 
show’s title,  perspec-
tive, has an obvious opti-
cal relevance to photog-
raphy. But here the 

meaning is more about viewpoint, or con-
text” (https://tinyurl.com/3c32hcnn).   
   A very large wet plate camera is on display at the 
entrance to the exhibit, a reminder of the heavy and 
cumbersome equipment early photographers had to 
carry in the field.  Many other objects are part of the 
exhibit.  A few of the images are family photographs 
from the  museum’s very popular Yin Yu Tang 
House.  

In Memoriam 
   With great sadness, PHSNE notes the passing of 
long-time members and former board members  Dan 
Jones and Paul Nisula. 

Dan Jones joined 
PHSNE in 1990. A 
very active member, 
he became a three-
term board president 
and two-term secre-
tary. He died on Octo-
ber 8th, shortly before 
his 103rd birthday.     
   Dan was known as a 
“spellbinding racon-
teur” who “was always 
enamored with images 
and how they fit into a 
larger narrative and 
many of the stories he 
loved to tell came 

from the extensive research he did as Director of Re-
search for Special Projects at N.B.C. From 1952-
1974 he helped research and produce 34 nationally 
televised documentaries, including the acclaimed 
Victory at Sea, and others on a wide range of sub-
jects” (https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/
bostonglobe/name/daniel-jones-obituary?
id=36788376).  Dan presented a sesquicentennial 
program about Abraham Lincoln at the March 2009 
PHSNE meeting and contributed an article on Lin-
coln to the 2015 Journal. 
   

 Paul Nisula “had a passion for vintage film cameras 
and was skilled in 
their maintenance 
and appraisal. He 
was a longtime 
active member of 
the Photographic 
Historical Society 
of New Eng-
land” (https://
thequincysun.com/
paul-a-a-nisula-
80/).   
   After joining 
PHSNE in 1983, 
Paul served as 
board secretary 
for two terms. He 
contributed arti-

cles to snap shots, presented a PHSNE program, par-
ticipated in others, and helped organize and run 
members’ auctions.    

John Thomson, Portrait of a Woman, 
1868-72, Peabody Essex Museum 

Gift of George J. Harringyon Jr.,1993 

 

 

Photo by Melanie Hiller, 1991 
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   Closely tied to the German photographic industry, 
Czech cameras were popular from 1885 to WWI, and 
production continued until competition from Japan 
and Germany in the 1960’s delivered a crushing 
blow.  Earlier Flexette models gave way to the Flex-
aret line after WW II, produced by Meopta  until 
1970.  All models are twin lens cameras with an alu-
minum body.  They use 120 roll film to take square 
6” x 6” photographs.  Some models could adapt to 
use 35 mm film.   
   One model that enjoyed considerable success is the 
Flexaret TLR, and the Flexaret VII was the last of 
the line.  for ease of use, intended for the amateur 
market. “It’s a fully mechanical camera with an all-
metal body. It has a solid feel to it and has some ad-
vanced features mirroring Rolleicord and Rol-
leiflex   models from the same period” (https://
camerapedia.fandom.com/wiki/Flexaret_VII_.    

   One attractive feature is that “you can set the light 
value on a mechanical ring. This sets a series combi-
nations of shutter speeds and diaphragms. When you 

decide you need to stop 
down the lens a little more, 
there's no need to choose 
the shutter speed any more. 
This feature is also found 
on some Hasselblad lenses 
and on several Rolleicord 
and Rolleiflex TLR models 
from 1954 onwards.” 
      The shutter on the VII 
model is a Pentacon Pres-
tor with speed up to 
1/500s, the lens a Belar 
80/3.5 produced by Meop-
ta, also the camera’s manu-

facturer.  As with any TLR, a lens hood helps pro-
duce better results.  Unfortunately, a B36 bayonet 
mount for filters limits the filters that can be used 
with the Flexaret VII; this is also true for the Flexaret 
VI and Standard models.   
   Several op-
tional adapta-
tions make the 
VII more versa-
tile.  They in-
clude “a A 
35mm insert so 
you can use 
normal cartridg-
es instead of 
rollfilm  . . . .   a 
35mm view-
finder (not 
rangefinder) to 
be used with the 35mm insert . . . . a 6 x  4.5 [inch] 
mask (other masks like a 4 x 4 [inch] also exists but 
seem to be rare) . . . .  two sets of macrolenses  . . . 
one for 1m to 0.5m and one for 0.5 to 0.33m. The 
lenses always come in pairs (one thick for the view-
ing lens and one thin for the taking lens); the one for 
the viewing lens has parralax correction.”  The cam-
era was designed for ease of use, intended for the 
amateur market. 
   Visit https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flexaret for ad-
ditional information about the history of Flexaret.   
This source reports,  “The Czech photographer Jan 
Saudek called Flexaret "our [Czech] national pride.”   
   There is little information in general about the 
Czech photographic industry.  The February 1999 
issue of Classic Camera had a brief overview; unfor-
tunately the magazine is not available online.   
 

Czech This Camera Out 

camera-wiki.org 

sbazar.cz 

 

Camera-wiki.org 
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PHSNE Meetings 
Meetings are usually held online on the first Sunday 
of each month, September to June.   
 

Upcoming meetings:   
January 8—TBA 
 

 Connect to PHSNE Online and by email: 
PHSNE’s Web site is online at https://phsne.org.  

See https://www.facebook.com/PHSNE/ for items of 
PHSNE interest.  Comments are welcome, so join the 
discussion of photo history. Visit https://
snapshots.phsne.org for snap shots issues since 2005.  

Stay connected to PHSNE via our emails: a snap 
shots e-copy, and Photographa show announce-
ments. Sign up at   https://phsne.org/emails. 
   For information on all available PHSNE publica-
tions, including the annual Journal, see https://
phsne.magcloud.com.  

Photographic Journey to Manhattan 
   Midcentury Manhattan: Mapping Anthony Angel’s 
photographic journey through Midtown Manhattan 
and Beyond offers an interesting merger of documen-
tary photographs and mapping technology.  

   Angelo Antonio Rizzuto, who prefers to call him-
self Anthony Angel,  “captured a variety of people, 
structures, and places in Manhattan over the eighteen
-year period from 1949 through 1967. Collectively, 
the thousands of images by Angel in the Prints & 
Photographs Division offer a window into life and 
the built environment in a place that has no shortage 
of subjects to draw one’s eye” (https://blogs.loc.gov/
picturethis/2022/09/mapping-anthony-angels-
photographs-of-manhattan/).   
   The online resource was created with the help of 
Story Maps, a program that enables merging a narra-
tive with mapping technology.   

 
Unclassified Film Online 

   Started with Muybridge, a 1964 film produced by 
the U.S. Naval Ordnance Laboratory, is  now unclas-
sified, in the public domain, and available online.  
The opening narrative states the Laboratory’s mis-
sion:  “research and development for tomorrow’s 
weapons” (https://publicdomainreview.org/
collection/it-started-with-muybridge). Credit is given 
to Eadweard Muybridge, “photographer extraordi-
nary”, for demonstrating how photography could be 
used to analyze motion.   “It will be discomforting to 
viewers to realize how photography played a signifi-
cant role in developing weapons of destruction.” 
 

Addison Hosts Exhibit of Interest 
   Photographs of great historical interest are on dis-
play at the Addison Gallery of American Art at Phil-
lips Academy, Andover MA, through January 29, 
2023  (https://addison.andover.edu/exhibition-pages/
on-view-now/).   
   After emigrating from his native Scotland, and fol-
lowing the Beatles to the U.S., award-winning pho-
tographer  Harry Benson CBE has documented major 
events including Civil Rights marches, the Watts ri-
ots and photographed all presidents from Eisenhower 

through Biden—   
along with many 
other internation-
ally renowned in-
dividuals.  The 
exhibit focuses on 
four significant 
stories: the build-
ing of the Berlin 
Wall, the Beatles’ 
first American 
tour, the James 
Meredith March 

Against Fear, and the assassination of Robert F. Ken-
nedy 
   His images have appeared in innumerable popular 
magazines including LIFE, Time, The New Yorker, 
and The Sunday Times Magazine.  He has produced 
numerous monographs including the recent Paul to 
honor Paul McCartney on his 80th birthday.   
   A concurrent multi-media exhibit, Rosamond Pur-
cell:  Nature Stands Aside, includes many of the art-
ists’ images.  She is credited with being a pioneer of 
fine art color photography.   
 

Marble lions statues located on steps of the main branch  
of the New York Public Library on 5th Avenue, Manhattan, NYC 

Angelo Rizzuuto, 1953 

 


